Discussion Post: Share Your Working Thesis Statement for your Action Proposal
Assignment Purpose
This assignment gives you the opportunity to receive feedback on your persuasive thesis statement and give feedback to your classmates. You should review the Wave 1 materials before posting to the discussion board. 
Persuading Your Audience
Look back at the instructions for the Action Proposal. Note how the purpose of this essay is to persuade your audience to join you in taking whatever action you propose. If the action you propose is to write a petition to get 

You should also note that you get to choose the audience for this paper. As stated in the assignment instructions: You should write for an audience who has read your Problem Statement and is now very supportive of you initiating action and might want to join you in your efforts. This person or group may aid you in your efforts in any way--through participation or donations, etc. 

Now that you have refined your research question and conducted your research, you should have a good sense of who you are writing for and what you want them to do. You will use this assignment to get support in making sure your choices are the right ones. 
Discussion Post: Ungraded, Due Wednesday
Draw upon what you wrote in your freewrite to craft a discussion post that 1) clearly outlines your problem in two to four sentences; 2) identifies the action you propose; and 3) identifies the audience of your Action Proposal. You can share your full freewrite or condense it a bit. Try to keep your post to no more than 200 words. The more concise and to the point you are, the easier it will be for your peers to understand and respond to your post. Keep in mind that the people who respond to your post might not have seen your earlier posts! 

You will not be graded on your discussion post. Instead, you will be graded on your responses to your peers' posts. Just like with previous discussions, your post will be due on Wednesday and your responses will be due on Sunday. 

Discussion Responses: Graded, Due Sunday
Response Guidelines
By now, you have posted a bit about your problem, your audience along with your working thesis statement. Now you get to seek and offer support. 
You must engage in this discussion by responding to at least three people. Review their entire post, being sure to familiarize yourself with their problem. It’s okay to respond to folks you’ve engaged with in previous weeks. You might also want to engage with folks you’ve not previously responded to. 
Respond to each of the following questions:

1. Note who the writer’s intended audience is. Now, imagine that you are that audience.  How persuasive is the working thesis statement? 2. Does it contain all of the necessary elements according to the Action Proposal’s assignment guidelines? Explain why or why not.
3. What information would you need in order to want to join this person in taking this action? Explain why.
4. What might make you decide not to take action? Explain why.
5. What advice or motivation would you like to offer this person as they continue working on their research paper?

Continue to converse with your peers. If they reply to your questions or ask you for clarification, you must reply. 
While I encourage you to engage in any of the conversations on this discussion board, I want you to converse with three people who have not yet been asked three questions. Eventually, each person who posted should have asked questions of three classmates and received three questions in response to their posts. 
Be collegial, considerate, and appropriate! It's not up to you to try to change your peers' points of view or insert your opinions unnecessarily. 
Your responses are due Sunday, August 8 by 11:59pm.
Criteria for Success
You will not be graded on your post. Instead, you will be graded on the feedback you give your peers. As a way to assess your work, consider the following questions:
· How thorough and on topic was my response?
· Did I help my classmate by giving them something to truly consider as they continue their research and writing journey?







Below is the article I wrote (Please create 1-2 paragraph for me around 150-200 words in total and respond to two of my classmates (My classmates’ posts are below my article))

Annotated bibliography on gun violence 
BBC: America's gun culture in charts
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-41488081
This popular source from BBC confirms that gun violence is indeed a problem in the United States. According to the source, there were 14 400 gun-related homicides in 2019. The deaths included suicides, shootings, accidental and war casualties. The United States is on the list of countries with civilian-owning guns. More than 1.4 Americans have died from firearms from 1968 to 2011. The United States tops the list with 120.5 firearms per 100 residents. The other countries on the list are Yemen, Serbia, Canada, and Cyprus. The source cites the Las Vegas attack in 2017 as the worst shooting in the recent past. 
I find this source to be a credible one. I believe the source gives an objective evaluation of the gun violence situation in the United States. Many other sources affirm that the U.S. is the leading country in gun ownership by civilians and gun-related deaths. In addition, most of the statistics of the source are derived from reliable institutions like the FBI and CDC; therefore, they are trustworthy. 
This source is relevant to the assignment because it affirms the problem of gun violence in the United States. The source gives the grim statistics of gun-related deaths in the U.S., which are very high in the country than any other country in the world. Thus, gun violence is something that cannot be wished away. Furthermore, the source reveals the many deaths that many Americans face amidst the situation of gun violence. Mass shootings and suicide cases are increasing, and attacks are becoming deadlier. 
Nick Cotter: Black communities are disproportionately hurt by gun violence. We can’t ignore them.
https://projects.publicsource.org/pittsburgh-gun-violence-1/
This source emphasizes that although gun violence knows no boundaries, black communities and poor communities bear the greatest brunt of gun violence. From the article, African American children are 14 times more likely to die of gun homicide than their white children’s counterparts. Again, the author states that although America represents 4.4 of the global population, Americans own 42% of the world’s guns. The author underscores the fact that poor black communities are disproportionately affected by gun violence. The negative consequences of gun violence are borne by people who live in poor and segregated neighborhoods like Pittsburgh, most blacks.  
This source is worth my work because it stresses how gun violence affects black communities. The article is written from a personal point of view, and thus there is a possibility of biasness in the sentiments. The author talks of his experiences and gives statistics that are real yet not so credible. However, his sentiments are very informative to this study, and they affirm the sentiments in my proposal. 
In my proposal, I had stated that African Americans and poor communities are disproportionately affected by gun violence. Poor and marginalized neighborhoods are usually crime hubs, and this includes gun violence. It is the poor communities that bear the greatest brunt of gun violence. This article has affirmed this statement.  I can use this article to support my argument that the poor communities are affected more than the white communities in the U.S. when it comes to gun violence. Therefore, the article underscores that the communities that are harmed more by gun violence are the blacks and the poor communities. 
Mark S. Kaplan. The Connection Between Poverty, Inequality and Firearm Violence (2017).
https://luskin.ucla.edu/connection-poverty-inequality-firearm-violence
In this article, Mark Kaplan explores the link between poverty, inequality, and firearm violence. He says that most suicide related to gun violence are from vulnerable communities. He attributed the many gun homicide cases in the U.S. to poverty and inequality. These were the main contributing factors, he said. He argued that there is a strong correlation between homicide per million and income inequality. He also said that gun violence contributes to depression, poor academic performance, substance abuse, and PTSD to people who witness gun violence.
A single person writes the article and thus is susceptible to bias. Although the author's sentiments are real and practical, they can be biased and exaggerated. However, the article is appropriate for my work because it reiterates my sentiments on the nexus between poverty and gun violence. In my proposal, I argued that the most affected people of gun violence are the poor and vulnerable. This article has supported these sentiments. Furthermore, I trust the author of the article because he is a professor of social welfare and has mastered this field.
This article supports my proposal whereby I have explored the relationship between poor neighborhoods like those of black communities and Hispanics and gun violence. I have stated that these communities are more affected than the white community. This article has therefore supported by arguments. I will use this source to back up my argument on why I think black communities are more affected by firearm violence. 
Scholarly (peer-reviewed articles)
Garbarino, James, Catherine P. Bradshaw, and Joseph A. Vorrasi. "Mitigating the effects of gun violence on children and youth." The Future of children (2002): 73-85.
This article explores the long-term effects of gun violence on children. According to the article, many children are exposed to gun violence each year, and this exposure can leave lasting emotional scars on the children. From the article, exposure to gun violence can lead to psychological effects, short-term and long-term. These effects include posttraumatic stress, withdrawal, anger, and violence. In addition, those children who have witnessed gun violence, injured are at risk for negative outcomes. 
This is a credible source for my research because it is peer-reviewed. This means that it cannot be biased. In addition, the source is appropriate for my research because it explains and stresses the effects of gun violence on vulnerable communities, in this case, children. Gun violence can have long-term and short-term psychological impacts on children, as mentioned above. Therefore, it is a good source to use for my research.
This article is relevant to this assignment because it explains the negative impact of gun violence on children. I will use the article to support my idea that firearms make people live in fear and danger. People live in fear that they might be shot and be injured or killed. Children are the most affected, and this may cause them health problems. They may suffer from anxiety, PTSD, stress, and withdrawal. This source can be used as evidence that, indeed, gun violence has adverse effects on the health and psychology of not just children but also adults. 
Irvin-Erickson, Yasemin, et al. "The effect of gun violence on local economies." Washington, DC: Urban Institute (2016).
The article explains the effect of gun violence on local economies. Using the cities of Minneapolis, Oakland, and Washington D.C., the authors conclude that increased gun violence negatively affects business growth. Increased number of homicides lowers the number of retail and service business operations. It also lowers the number of new jobs created and the volume of sales. 
This is a credible source because the journal is peer-reviewed. I don't see any bias in the article. The article adds to the many effects of gun violence in the United States. It is an appropriate source for my assignment because it will help me understand how gun violence affects business growth and the economic growth of a country. Gun violence does not just lead to many deaths in America but also slows the economic growth of the giant economy. 
The source relates to this source because, as I had explained in my proposal, gun violence negatively affects a country's economy. This source has supported these sentiments. I will use the article to emphasize the negative effects of gun violence on economic growth and employment. The article demonstrates that gun violence harms the economy by slowing it down. Were not for gun violence, America’s economy would be doing much better. 





Here are my classmates’ post to the discussion. Please pick two of them to respond (Around 100-150 words)

A: Hi everyone,
    The problem I am writing about is the rising Asian American discrimination in the context of COVID-19. I talked about the causes of racism and its effects on Asian Americans' mental health. 
    The action that I proposed is:  Asian Americans should build a supportive community on Tik Tok to create a safe place for Asian Americans to report hate crimes, to provide accessible psychological counselling for Asian Americans, and to offer useful advice for them to navigate in the rising Asian racism.
 The audience is Asian Americans. They are victims of the rising Asian racism. They want to take action to fight back the rising racism and protect their legitimate rights.

B: 
Hi Everyone,
 
I decided to change my "shade " just a little so that I was able to narrow it down some more. I am writing about the mental and physical effects children in grades 9-12 suffer due to bullying. Many children have reported being bullied and because of the lack of training the school system has, children aren't getting the support they need. Many children end up with short- and- long term effects due to bullying. Not only the victim, but also the children who are doing the bullying. 
I am proposing that the any child at school who has reported being bullied, should undergo mandatory psychotherapy/counseling until the school feels the child has received full support. 
There is so much that needs to be fixed with the school system when it comes to the process of identify bullying to the right approach.My targeted audience would be the parents that have children who are in grades 9-12.  I am open to any suggestions! 
Tank you for reading! 

C:
Hello everyone!
My topic is about minimum wage and the correlation to poverty. I am encouraging everyone to sign a petition and/or work to support the Raise the Wage Bill to increase minimum wage over the course of five years. My target audience is, well, really anyone who has every worked a minimum wage job trying to feed their family. What America is built on. The hard workers! 
In my free writing assignment, I talk about the difficult circumstances that lead to people being stuck in poverty, and it almost always ends up that they are working a minimum wage job and stuck doing so. This is unacceptable that a normal human being cannot support themselves or their family working a minimum wage job!
Big companies are petitioning AGAINST raising minimum wage. Big companies like Amazon...Jeff Bezos better start crunching some numbers, because those minimum wage-paid employees are what is making that company work. Without happy employees, your company will suffer. I will post the link to this information - there is a 150% turnover rate for employees at Amazon, even before the pandemic. That is extremely high. They are losing about 3% of their warehouse crew company wide. Amazon is convenient, fast, and sometimes the cheaper alternative. But not for their employees at an entry level position trying to support their families.. 




